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District launches ‘Innovation Expo’

District seeks levy renewals in February 13 election

January 24 in the Anacortes 
Middle School Commons at 5 p.m. 

Curious about what goes 
on in our classrooms? 
Interested in some hands-

on activities that show the high 
quality learning experiences 
our students get every day? 
Next week’s Innovation Expo 
will allow community members 
and families alike to take a peek 
at the work being done in the 
district. 

District technology adminis-
trator Mary Elizabeth Pearson 
and instructional support spe-
cialist Amy Colburn have been 
planning the event for months 
and are excited to be partnering 
with local industries such as the 
City of Anacortes, PACCAR, 
Janicki Industries and ACME 
Creative Studio.

Rob Anderson of Janicki 
Industries says they want to at-
tract local workers. 

“It takes a while to learn our 
skills, and we want that invest-
ment to stick around. It’s worth 
it to invest in our community,” 
he said.

The point of the Expo is to 
share with the Anacortes com-
munity the kinds of innovative 
learning taking place district-
wide. It’s also a way to thank 
the community for its ongoing 
support in giving students 
access to these learning experi-
ences. 

Students will share a variety 
of projects, from digital art to a 
Minecraft unit on Native Ameri-
can regions. 

Pearson says one of her goals 
when she started four years 

Mt. Erie kindergartners Parker Kooken and Elliot Vogel learn coding in Lara Knowles’ classroom. Students are introduced to the idea of coding through 
problem-solving using www.code.org. They learn computer science, logic and develop a deeper connection to the technology in their lives. Students 
will present their learning of coding, as well as other projects, at the Innovation Expo on January 24, 5 pm, in the Anacortes Middle School Commons. 

Replacement Levy 
The proposed combined local levy rate for the two 
measures is about $1.60 per $1,000 valuation, about 
$0.20 less per $1,000 than the current rate. 

Home Value   Proposed replacement 
   property tax
$300,000  $480
$400,000  $640
$500,000  $800

Anacortes School District will 
ask voters to consider two 
replacement levies to sup-

port school operations and tech-
nology in an election on February 
13. The measures replace expiring 
levies approved by voters in 2014. 

The proposed levies have a 
combined tax rate of $1.60 per 
$1,000 valuation – about 20 cents 
per $1,000 valuation lower than the 
existing rates. This translates to $80 
less per year for a $400,000 home-
owner for the local school levy. 

Together the two levies will total 
$9.6 million in 2019. 

Public schools in Washington 
state are funded mostly by three 
sources: state government, local 
communities and the federal 
government. In 2016-2017, the 
state contributed about 63 per-
cent to district revenues, the local 
community 24 percent, and the 
federal government and other 
sources such as grants and fees 
made up the rest. 

Measure 1:  
Educational programs

The first ballot measure is the 
educational programs levy. It pays 

for everything outside of the state’s 
definition of “basic education” 
such as mental health, nursing, 
special education, extra-curricular 
activities, certain teaching posi-
tions, early learning, and a portion 
of maintenance, food and transpor-
tation costs. 

“While the state has recently 
increased its support for public 
schools, those funds are directed 
at school staff salaries and benefits, 
as well as smaller class sizes in 
lower grade levels,” said superin-
tendent Mark Wenzel. “This will 
keep Washington state more com-
petitive in addressing a teacher 
shortage, but it will not fund the 
kind of programs, activities and 
services that make our school 
district whole. We must therefore 
rely on the local levy to meet our 
shared expectations for quality 
and results.” 

The educational programs levy 
is $1.27 per $1,000 valuation. The 
collection in 2019 will be $7.6 
million. 

Measure 2: 
Technology levy 

The technology levy is a state-

approved funding mechanism 
to allow districts to enhance 
classroom technology to prepare 
students for future education and 
careers. The district launched a 
“digital conversion” four years 
ago to deploy laptops to staff and 
students. 

Each student in grades three 
through 12 has a device to work 
with at school. In kindergarten 
through second grade, the ratio is 
two students per device. 

A critical part of the technol-
ogy plan is support for teachers 
with “tech coaches.” These are 
certified teachers who have be-
come tech specialists. They work 
alongside classroom teachers to 
help them integrate technology 
in ways that personalize and 
deepen student learning. 

“We have a new teacher from 
Kent, and she was impressed with 
the level of support we provide,” 
said technology administrator 
Mary Elizabeth Pearson. “Kent is 

known as a leader in school tech-
nology. Hearing that our support 
of teachers impresses someone 
who has been teaching in that 
system is evidence of our high-
level commitment to technology 
integration.”

Tech coaches plan with teach-
ers, co-teach and help support 
student assessment. They bring in 
research about tools and teaching 
strategies to spur innovation and 
student engagement. Classroom 
tech use in Anacortes includes: 
• Students write an assignment 

on Google docs, while a teacher re-
views their work real-time during 
the class, giving them immediate 
feedback
• Teachers use an online math 

program to allow students to 
practice skills exactly at their 
ability level 
• Teachers use an application 

called “padlet” which allows 
students to answer a probing 
question and immediately review 

other students’ responses to the 
question
• Students create content such 

as Powerpoint or a movie to dem-
onstrate their learning
• Students use computer as-

sisted design (CAD) to design a 
toy part, then print it on the 3D 
printer

“Our goal with technology is 
to truly shift teaching to a more 
student-centered approach,” said 
Wenzel, who, last summer, led a 
team on a grant-funded visit to a 
nationally recognized district in 
North Carolina to learn about its 
technology use. “When imple-
mented effectively, districts see 
an increase in graduation rates, 
increase in engagement and, most 
importantly, an increase in learn-
ing. We’ve made a great start, and 
this levy will help us take it to the 
next level.” 

The levy also includes safety 
enhancements across schools, 
based on ongoing recommenda-
tions from the district’s safety 
team. The levy is $0.33 per $1,000 
valuation. The collection in 2019 
will be just under $2 million. 

Both levies help support the 
district’s strategic plan – a five-
year vision and goals created by 
staff, students and community 
members last year. 

“The commitment of this com-
munity to public education is 
amazing. People here truly un-
derstand that an investment in 
our students is an investment in 
the future,” said board president 
Bobbilyn Hogge.

ago was to get to a place where 
student innovation could be 
highlighted. Now we’re here, 
she says. The Expo is a celebra-

tion of the community’s invest-
ment. 

“I want kids to walk away 
from our district with a vision of 

what’s available, to have been 
in classrooms that lend them-
selves to learning and practicing 
skills for future work environ-

ments,” she said. 
The district-wide event is 

January 24, 5 to 7 pm, in the Ana-
cortes Middle School Commons.

focus on cte
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Shout outs

Support our kids

To make a gift, please visit our website at www.asfound.org
Or for more information contact 
Marta McClintock at martam@
anacortesschoolsfoundation.org 
or call 208-310-0973

Invest in ASF and in their future. 
Through your generosity, the Anacortes Schools Foundation 
provides support for exceptional learning opportunities that 
profoundly shape our students’ passions, and scholarships that 
help them realize their goals.

Below are just a few examples of how your donations make a 
difference:

 

Their future is in your hands. Please consider investing in 
the dreams of all of our Anacortes students.

•      4th grader Jack is excited about science after his field 
trip at sea
•       Kindergartener Haley is having a great first year thanks 
to early learning intervention
•       12th grader Giulia wants to pursue a career in medicine
•       And over 400 at-risk students started the year “Ready 
to Learn,” with new backpacks and needed supplies

route 9 driver 
A sincere thank you to Route 9 driver 

Eric Alvensleben. His continual 
support of students, some of them with 
the most impactful behavior, has been 
inspiring. He recently stopped by to show 
me a drawing that one student (a fourth 
grader) had done for him. This student has 
had multiple referrals for discipline and 
been suspended several times from the 
bus. Yet, Eric continues to reach out to this 
young man and encourage him every day. 
The student’s token of appreciation deeply 
moved us both. I’m so happy to work 
with people who refuse to give up on any 
student. 

Peter Donaldson, Mt. Erie principal  
amazing talent

Shout out to Joy Pesaturo for sharing her 
amazing talent with Fidalgo students! 

She exudes patience and positivity while 
delivering monthly art lessons to each K-5 
class. She breaks her art lessons down into 
easy-to-follow steps while still allowing 
kids to put their own creative spin into the 
project. We are so very thankful to have an 
art specialist in our building. 

Megan Clancy, Fidalgo teacher 

class of 2018

I would like to give Margaret Hardesty a 
shout out for all the hard work she has 

done for the class of 2018. Besides work 
outside of school, she spends many late 
nights and early mornings making sure 
there were volunteers, emails sent out and 
events set up. There have been very few 
volunteers to help with fundraising for the 
2018 graduation night, yet Margaret has 
always been there for our kids. 

Lisa Zullo, parent

personal connection

Shout out to Jason Morgenthaler, 
eighth grade math teacher at Ana-

cortes Middle School. My daughter has 
developed a love and confidence in math 
with the guidance and teaching of Mr. 
Morgenthaler. He is not only a talented 
math teacher, but an educator who 
recognizes all students’ strengths and 
weakness and encourages them to seek 
a love for learning. His personal con-

nection with my daughter has made her 
enjoy school and math daily.   

Amy Fogle, parent

learning new things

I would like to recognize my daughter’s 
teacher Teresa Lewis. She is a wonderful 

and caring teacher, and my daughter likes 
coming to school each day and learning 
new things. Thank you, Mrs. Lewis, for 
being a truly great teacher.

Christina Coffey, parent 

notable nurse

Nurse Annie 
Monroe has been 

very helpful with a 
diabetes diagnosis. She 
helped us get back into 
the school and made 
us feel confident that 
everything was going 
to be okay. Great job, 
Nurse Annie! 

Mary LaFleur, parent

amazing heart

A huge shout out to Debbie Aldridge 
who has volunteered in my classroom 

the last couple of years, even though she 
no longer has any of her own children in 
the Anacortes School District. She has an 
amazing heart for our students, helping 
them grow as people as well as mathema-
ticians. I appreciate her so much.

Jonna Dunham, teacher

grant support

Fidalgo Elementary fifth graders, staff, 
and parents would like to send a 

thank you to Andeavor Refinery, whose 
generous grant made an absolutely amaz-
ing Mountain School trip possible last 
November. Students had an incredible 
three days working and playing in our 
beautiful mountain environment, focus-
ing on STEM education and conservation. 
Andeavor’s partnership greatly reduced 
the trip cost, allowing every student to at-
tend. Matt Gill deserves additional thanks 
for helping facilitate the grant process at 
Andeavor. We value your partnership and 
are so grateful for your continued support 
of STEM education in our community.

Fidalgo fifth graders and Melissa Turnage, 
Fidalgo PTA and parent

helpful librarian

A big thank you to 
our librarian Sally 

Davis and the library 
staff at Island View! 
Our student loves 
bringing home books 
of interest, and is 
learning to confidently 
request help in finding 
informational books 
about holidays and 

other current subjects. Thanks for making 
our library a welcome place for students!

Brian and Alexis Gentry, parents 

transportation dept.

This is a huge shout out for the people 
at the bus garage. They are seriously 

amazing!
From Cathy Gutierrez and Karen Garri-

son answering the phones in the morning 
to the array of different drivers we have 
had on Guemes Island this year! You keep 

our kids safe, happy and seriously go 
above and beyond with my kiddos ever-
changing schedule. You might think I am 
nuts but you never say it out-loud and are 
so incredibly helpful! 

Laura Ferguson, parent 
community spirit

ASD volunteer Cathy Kowalski exem-
plifies a beautiful community spirit in 

action. Her dedication to students spans 
two elementary schools and many district 

programs, from regu-
lar reading support in 
several Mount Erie and 
Island View class-
rooms to library help, 
Reading Is Fundamen-
tal (RIF), Kindergarten 
Roundup, Learning 
& Lunches, the yearly 
flu clinic, and so much 
more. No matter what 

her activity, she brings an engaged, up-
beat, and energetic perspective that seeks 
always to deepen the value of her service 
to students, teachers and staff. We are so 
grateful for her presence in our schools! 

 Keiko McCracken,  
ASD community engagement coordinator 

compassion and kindness

This year, our daughter has struggled 
with the worst social anxiety of her life, 

so bad that she ended up in the ER. Navi-
gating our way through this to get her to 
simply walk into the school, much less get 
through the day (the week, the month), 
has been one of our family’s biggest chal-
lenges. During this time, Jean Lungren 
has repeatedly gone above and beyond 
her responsibilities as an academic advisor 
and school counselor. In every interaction 
with my daughter, she has said the right 
thing (literally, spoken the perfect words), 
reassuring and encouraging her to make 
choices that will help her win this battle. 
Over the years, I’ve been grateful for many 
ASD staff members, but never have I been 
more grateful to anyone in my teenager’s 
life than I have been for Mrs. Lungren for 
her patience, insight, caring, kindness and 
compassion. 

Anonymous (Name withheld) 

christmas was saved

My son is in the fourth grade at Mt. 
Erie and had been working very hard 

on knitting a scarf as a Christmas present 
for his grandmother. 
Unfortunately, he for-
got the scarf at school 
on the last day, and we 
didn’t realize that until 
9 pm. We took a chance 
the next day and went 
up to the school hop-
ing someone would be 
there. We found IT staff 
member Ray Rayford 
who was kind enough 
to locate custodian 
Sheila Lloyd. She let 
us in the school and 
escorted us up to the 
classroom where my 
son happily retrieved 
his scarf. He was 
proud of his knitting, 

and grandma loved it. Thank you so much 
to Ms. Lloyd and Mr. Rayford. Christmas 
was saved!

Jennifer Winters, parent

inspiring words

When Mt. Erie Elementary had the 
hallways painted last summer, one 

extra cool element was added: affirma-
tions. In the hallways, on crossbeams un-
der the skylights, are phrases like WE ARE 
LEADERS; WE ARE OUTSTANDING; WE 
ARE THOUGHTFUL; WE ARE DESERV-
ING; WE ARE FRIENDS. More than 15 
different affirmations are painted through-
out the school. As a parent, I appreciate 
the affirmations for two reasons. First, 
the words draw my eye up toward the 
skylights and that helps me appreciate the 
spaciousness of each hallway as big, bright 
corridors; I never noticed that before. 
Also, the affirmations create a spacious-
ness inside me where those thoughts – like 
CREATIVE, IMPORTANT, AWESOME, 
SMART – can reside and rest. I’m betting 
the same happens for others who walk Mt. 
Erie’s hallways, whether they know it or 
not. My second grader, Keira says, “I like 
them. Every time I see them, I get them 
more stuck in my mind.”

 Susan Lavell Warm, parent

Annie Monroe

Cathy Kowalski

Sally Davis

Sheila Lloyd

Ray Rayford

Island View teacher Teresa Lewis earned praise for making her classroom an engaging learn-
ing environment each day for students. With her are Nicole Coffey, Cyrus Rodriguez, Lucas 
Adkison, Angel Castro and Lisa Hanson.

Eric Alvensleben, bus driver on Route 9, 
holds a letter that one of his students re-
cently wrote to him. Alvensleben was recog-
nized for never giving up on kids. 
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Giving students a voice in their lives at school
At my State of the District 

speech earlier this month, 
I brought forward two 

students to share a perspective 
of what it’s like to be a student 
in our schools. Island View fifth 
grader Luke Hanson and AHS se-
nior Miranda Leger spoke about 
their experiences as representa-
tives of our 2,700 students. 

They were powerful speeches. 
Luke read aloud the school’s 

pledge, which refers to being 
confident, capable of success and 
having dreams for the future. 
Then he showed how each line 
of the pledge came to life for him 
at school through his experience 
with writing, encouraging teach-
ers and student council. 

Miranda explained how she 
was the first person in her family 
to go to college. She shared how 
the high school’s college-prep 
program, AVID, had connected 
her with peers and mentors 
to successfully navigate high 
school. A college tour recently 
took her to Whitworth College 
in Spokane, where she pro-
claimed, “This is the school for 
me.” Weeks later, she received a 
$72,000 scholarship.

Empowering  
student voice 

One of the big ideas in 
our new strategic plan is the 
importance of student voice. 
The idea is that when students 
can have voice in their learning 
and their lives – when they can 
shape their experience at school 
in meaningful ways – the level 
of engagement, relevance and 
ownership increases. 

Take Luke, for example. 
One of the illustrations he 

gave was how Island View prin-
cipal Brian Hanrahan brought 
the student council together and 
empowered them to make a de-
cision about spending a $10,000 
health grant the school received 
for the highest participation 
in last fall’s Shell Fun Run. It 
would be easy for the adminis-
tration to simply come up with 
a plan for the funds. But by 
engaging students in the deci-

sion, it greatly elevates their role 
– and worth – at school. It also 
provides a real-world opportu-
nity for group decision-making 
– definitely a life skill! 

Other ways we strive to 
elevate student voice in our 
system include: 

• Four students serve as 
representatives on the school 
board. They participate in meaty 
conversations and school visits, 
digging into data and district 
challenges. They will also con-
duct research this year on school 
fees, alumni perceptions of ASD, 
social-emotional learning and 
dropouts

• Middle and high school 
students serve in student gov-
ernment and direct ASB funds, 
while organizing school events. 
Elementary students, mean-
while, have growing student 
leadership opportunities with 
assigned roles that allow them 

to help on the playground, in 
the cafeteria and throughout the 
school

• Five students serve on the 
AHS visioning team this year. 
They work alongside staff 
members, reviewing research, 
discussing strengths and weak-
nesses of current programs and 
making recommendations for 
the new school

Classroom learning 
As we think about student 

voice, it’s important to focus on 
the classroom as well. That’s 
where students spend 90 percent 
of their time at school. 

In Anacortes, we ask questions 
such as: Who is controlling the 
learning? What opportunities 
are there for students to exercise 
“choice” within a given lesson? 
Are there authentic audiences for 
students to share their thinking? 

Obviously, students must mas-

ter Washington state standards 
to graduate from high school. 
So choice does not extend to 
students selecting radically dif-
ferent subject matter to study. 
That said, we all know that 
there are a lot of ways to get 
from Point A to Point B. 

Choice means that students 
have ownership of their learn-
ing. When we give them choice, 
we start to give them voice. 

One small example is class-
room libraries in our elemen-
tary schools. Hundreds of books 
are categorized according to 
reading level, and students 
select them based on their inter-
est. Compare that to the old 
days when we were told that 
we could read one book at the 
teacher’s discretion. 

Projects are another great way 
of achieving choice and voice, 
as students follow individual 
interests within a larger subject 
area. One teacher had students 
select a historical figure, do 
research on their laptops, and 
present a monologue to commu-
nity visitors. Students shined as 
they came to life in their period 
costumes. 

The future of democracy
A recent paper from a re-

search institute in Washington, 
D.C. bemoaned the dwindling 
appreciation for democratic 
values among young people in 
the United States. The research 
cited surveys showing that 
Americans are becoming more 
comfortable with authoritarian 
views, less compelled about 
choosing their leaders in free 
elections, and more comfortable 
with the idea of military rule. 

One of the authors’ recom-
mendations for schools is to cre-
ate democratic structures within 
school itself – opportunities 
for students to share opinions 
and be heard – to help deepen 
appreciation for the value of 
democratic principles. 

Student voice is an important 
part of this process. It’s some-
thing we should prioritize and 
celebrate.

IN BRIEF
Assistant 
superintendent 

The school district has 
posted the position of as-
sistant superintendent of 
teaching and learning for the 
2018-2019 school year. The 
new district administrator 
will replace Cindy Simonsen, 
who has served the district 
for 13 years. She retires in 
June. 

“This is a vital position 
for us,” said superintendent 
Mark Wenzel. “Cindy has 
done a tremendous job, 
and we will need to find a 
talented individual to help 
lead the way on our strategic 
initiatives.” 

The district has posted the 
position in leading national 
publications, as well as web-
sites across the state. The goal 
is to have someone hired by 
early March, Wenzel said. 

Fidalgo robotics
Uptown LEGO Legends, 

Fidalgo Elementary School’s 
First LEGO Robotics team, 
travels to Seattle on Janu-
ary 20 to participate in the 
semifinals of the LEGO 
robotics competition. The 
team took second place at 
the qualifying meet at Mount 
Vernon High School last 
month, while also earning 
special recognition for the 
best research after they made 
a trip to a Seattle City Light 
dam on the Skagit River. First 
LEGO robotics is for students 
in grades 4-8. 

Skagit STEM
Anacortes School District 

has joined a consortium with 
other Skagit school districts 
to promote learning in sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math. The partnership 
is through Skagit STEM, a 
non-profit partially funded 
through the statewide orga-
nization, Washington STEM. 

The executive director 
of Skagit STEM is Michelle 
Judson, a retired executive in 
the energy field. 

The organization is 
focused on career con-
nected learning for students, 
STEM programs in schools 
and scholarships for post-
secondary education. Career 
connected learning matches 
students with community 
business partners for intern-
ships, while school programs 
connect Skagit middle 
schoolers with STEM profes-
sionals in a program called 
“STEM Like Me.”.

Washington State Oppor-
tunity Scholarships are state-
funded awards of $22,500. 
Last year, 42 students across 
the county received them; the 
goal this year is 100. 

Washington State leads 
the nation in STEM-related 
careers. By 2018, 51 percent 
of jobs in the market will 
have connections to STEM 
skills and literacy, specifically 
computer science, according 
to Skagit STEM. 

In 2016 there were 21,329 
open jobs in Washington 
state in computer science, 
with only 2,000 yearly com-
puter science graduates. 

“STEM skills are critical for 
our students’ futures,” said 
congressman Rick Larsen. 
“By encouraging students 
to become more engaged in 
STEM education, the Skagit 
STEM network is making an 
important investment in the 
next generation of workers 
and in the long-term health 
of our economy.” 

Dr. Mark Wenzel, Anacortes superintendent, addresses community mem-
bers in a speech on January 11. Wenzel addressed key approaches to en-
gaging students with ‘purpose, passion and possibility.’

Jason King, technology 
professional and parent of Parker 
(4th grade) and Miles (6th grade) 

Tech implementation 
is at the forefront 

of what this district 
offers. It is incredible to 
me just how integrated 
technology is in our 
sons’ classrooms. We 
have seen an increase 
in their confidence 
using it. If mom is 
having trouble with 
her laptop, our kids 

comfortably step in to help. And we’ve seen 
significant growth across a broad range of 
technical competencies: troubleshooting, 
typing skills and navigating websites. As 
the owner of a web design company, I know 
that technology in the classroom is a gate-
way to the next generation of learning. It’s 
so exciting to think about the different ways 
we will benefit from technology in the next 
few decades. And workers with no previ-
ous exposure to technology are at a distinct 
disadvantage because they have that much 
more to learn. 

Technology is fundamental to the workplace
parent voices

Kathy Garde, physician and parent 
of Noah (9th grade), Gabbi (12th 
grade) and Matti (college junior)

My work is complete-
ly reliant on tech-

nology for both accuracy 
and efficiency – from 
online check-in to voice 
recognition dictation 
to surgery. All health 
employees, no matter 
what level, really need 
to know how to navigate 
a computer. They need 
to know software and 

actually have good typing skills. I’m glad to 
see technology becoming more mainstream 
in all classes throughout the district. I actually 
think every student should be required to 
take a basic computer programming course 
just to give them a foundation and under-
standing of coding. My daughter, a junior at 
Santa Clara, uses her computer for every-
thing: presentations, submissions, notetaking, 
lab reports. It’s just the way it’s done. So it’s 
good to see our district preparing students for 
their futures. My two high school kids have a 
lack of fear when it comes to technology. This 
is a good thing.

Marilyn Hanesworth, school 
board member and parent of Max 
(10th grade) and Alex (college 
freshman)

We knew the 1:1 
initiative would be 

good for our students. 
Research told us it was 
crucial for differenti-
ated learning. Kids learn 
at so many different 
levels, and now they 
can continue working at 
their own pace instead 
of stopping and waiting 
for the rest of the class to 

catch up. Teachers are now free to work with 
individuals or small groups and not worry 
about the rest of the class having nothing to 
do. Early on, four years ago, there was a big 
range of comfort for both students and staff. 
It was about learning how to use the device. 
Now it’s about the learning itself. Through 
our board visits, I have seen the growth, and 
it’s impressive. As a software developer, I 
know that technology is inescapable. For our 
kids to be so comfortable with it, to be willing 
to take risks and try something new, puts 
them at a great advantage. And what’s really 
exciting is that it levels the playing field. Not 
all students have technology at home, but 
they are still gaining the level of comfort and 
skills that will carry them into their futures. 

The February 13 election includes a replacement of the technology levy. The district launched a 
“digital conversion” technology initiative four years ago with passage of the original levy. The replace-
ment levy allows the focus on technology integration to continue, with support for devices, software, 
infrastructure, staffing and training. 

Jason King Kathy Garde

Marilyn Hanesworth
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It was once called vocational 
education. Now it’s called 
Career and Technical Educa-

tion – or CTE for short. But it’s not 
just the name that’s changed. The 
overall program has transformed 
over the years. 

AHS now offers 20 CTE cours-
es, ranging from welding to ro-
botics, digital media to Microsoft 
Academy. 

In addition, ASD partners with 
districts in Skagit and Whatcom 
counties to operate the North-
west Career and Technical Acad-
emy in Mount Vernon and the 
Marine Technology Center in 
Anacortes where students attend 
daily for three hours. Classes in-
clude maritime industry, culinary 
arts, fire science, criminal justice, 
construction and more. About 30 
students per year participate in 
these off-campus programs. 

All high school students take 
CTE classes. They must earn at 
least one CTE credit to graduate, 
but many students get hooked 
and take more. 

The list of benefits CTE offers 
is a long one. Virtually all CTE 
classes are hands-on, which gives 
students greater retention, devel-
ops critical thinking skills, and 
simulates real life. Research also 
shows positive impacts on gradu-
ation rates and career earnings. 

“Anacortes has a rich history 
with CTE,” said superintendent 
Mark Wenzel. “We offer a lot of 
courses given our size. It definite-
ly creates a more well-rounded 
education for our students.” 

Local support
CTE is funded by both state 

and federal dollars, but it also 
relies on the local levy and indi-
vidual and corporate donations. 

“The strength of our program, 
the richness of it, is possible only 
because of local support,” said 
CTE director Joe Furin.

When choosing which courses 
to offer, the department includes 
input from a community ad-
visory board made up of local 
industry members. 

“We look at what skills are 
in high demand locally (west-
ern Washington) and align our 
classes accordingly. Our goal is to 
help prepare our kids to seek out 
those jobs,” said Furin.

He says it’s exciting to see 
students develop a passion and 
follow it beyond high school. 
One thing that’s helped is the 
federally mandated Career and 

Technical Education Student 
Organizations (CTSO). 

“These clubs, like FBLA or the 
Rock broadcast, provide kids 
with leadership opportunities 
in their specific areas of interest, 
much like sports competitions 
or fine arts performances do,” 
said Furin.

Increased engagement
Participating in one of these 

clubs increases student engage-
ment, self-esteem and organiza-
tional and communication skills 
and develops meaningful rela-

tionships with potentially long 
lasting business partners.

CTSOs benefit the school as 
well by promoting work habits 
that are transferable, provid-
ing mentoring and enhancing 
student academic performance 
with real-world situations. They 
also teach problem-solving and 
teamwork skills.

CTE students pursue various 
pathways after high school: 
technical and community college 
certification programs; four-year 
college degree programs; and 
internships. 

Olivia Kolppa
AHS senior 
Microsoft, Web Design, 
Marketing

I am learning a lot of strate-
gies that will help me in the real 
world. I’m an artist, but I want 
to own my own business, too. 
My marketing class is giving me 
everything I will need, a lot of 
which I never knew about. 

Having the Microsoft certifica-
tion is great, too. Most people 
have to pay, but it’s free to 
students in the Microsoft class. 
You learn the programs and then 
take the test, and it helps you 
over other potential employees 
when you’re competing for a job 
because employers want to hire 
someone who already has those 
tech skills. 

Mr. Wallis pushes us out of 
our comfort zone to make us 
do more than we think we’re 
capable of, and it inspires us to 
try harder in everything, not just 
marketing class. 

Hannah Cross
AHS senior 
Personal Finance

Personal finance should be a 
required class. You learn every-
thing, all the day-to-day things 
your parents do but may never 
teach you: balancing a check-
book, how to pay rent, smart 
ways to apply for and pay for 
college. 

I’ve gained so much knowl-
edge that is actually useful in real 
life. My future goal is to attend 
either University of Washington 
or Western Washington Uni-
versity and study nursing. The 
finance class is already paying off 
because I’m more aware of where 

I want to spend my money now 
and during college. I can manage 
my money without worrying 
about going into debt.

Ceana Dyer
AHS senior 
Culinary program at NW Career 
and Technical Academy

I grew up cooking with my 
dad who worked at a three-star 
restaurant back in Rhode Island. 
We’d fish and we’d make dinner 
together. Now I’m expanding 
what’s always been a hobby into 
a career path. 

This is my second year in the 
culinary program, and I get to 
take on more of a leadership 
role, helping first year students 
learn the ropes. What I’m learn-

ing is so valuable: cooking, 
safety, customer service and 
communication skills. 

And it’s real-world experi-
ence, not just from a textbook. 
We cater to real clients; last year 
we catered the Governor’s Ball. 
My goal is to attend Skagit Val-
ley College next year then trans-
fer to Hamline University in 
Minnesota to major in Culinary 
Arts. Eventually, I want to open 
my own catering business here 
in Anacortes.

Michelle Maddox
AHS senior 
Welding

My grandfather is a welder, so 
I signed up just to see what it was 
like. I fell in love with it and have 
taken it all four years. I feel like I 
am really accomplishing some-
thing; working with my hands is 

way more productive. 
Welding actually uses quite a 

bit of STEM, although I consider 
myself an artist. I have to use 
math to get the correct angles of 
the rods and the torch and the 
pipes. And science is everywhere. 
We’re using gasses and heat to 
create our pieces, so the right 
combination is crucial.

My goal is to complete a five-
year apprenticeship with Union 
Local 26. I’ll be a journeyman 
after that and will have a college 
equivalent qualification. That’s 
really important to me. 

Andrew Aggergaard
AHS senior 
Engineering and Mechanical 
Drawing, Advanced Photography, 
Yearbook, Digital Media

What I appreciate about my 
CTE classes with Mr. Thompson 
is that they are student-led. It’s 
up to the editors and managers to 
make sure we meet our dead-
lines. This is more like the real 
world than a classroom setting. 
We’re learning accountability. 

As news director for the Rock, I 
oversee all the logistics and prog-
ress of the broadcast. I’m learning 
time management and manage-
ment skills in general. It’s really 
teaching me valuable skills that 
I can apply to any job outside 
of high school: how to manage 
people, get along, listen, del-
egate. And the hands-on learning 
aspect has really prepared me to 
cope in the real world. 

Kenny Fey-Graves
Cap Sante HS senior 
Construction Skills Trade-NW 
Career and Technical Academy

I knew I wanted to develop 

skills to help me get into the con-
struction field. I’ve always been 
interested in construction, and I 
thought this class would give me 
an advantage. It has. 

I’m learning so many skills 
that will help me be employ-
able after I finish high school. 
We have learned framing and 
shelf-building; next we’re mov-
ing into carpentry, electrical and 
plumbing. What I like about 
the course is that it’s hands-on, 
which is the best way for me to 
learn. We get to try things, and 
when they don’t work, we learn 
from our mistakes. 

I will have an edge over 
people who haven’t had this 
hands-on learning when it 
comes time to find a job. 

Ian Doebler
AHS senior 
Robotics; Metals; Engineering, 
Drafting and Design

I have taken almost every 
CTE class that’s offered at the 
high school. The classes have 
taught me how to troubleshoot 
and to figure out how things 
work. I’ve learned that I can 
build almost anything I want; if 
you can design it on a comput-
er, then you can transfer that to 
a real-life creation. 

That’s what I like best about 
robotics – that you can take an 
idea and turn it into something 
real. The skills I’ve gained are 
definitely going to help me in my 
future: wiring, digital and electri-
cal circuitry, and working with 
Arduino (tiny computers).  

Right now, I’ve been accepted 
to a welding school, but I’m also 
waiting to hear from several col-
leges because I am interested in 
mechanical engineering as well.

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION: 
OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND FOR STUDENTS

 AHS students Li-Ling Plume, Sydney Long and Sarah Kumar designed and used a 3D printer to create a portion of 
a very large ‘Pac Man’ head. The object is for the school’s FIRST Robotics team in their upcoming competition. The 
theme this year is 8-bit video games.

CTE sparks students with real-world learning

CTE COURSES OFFERED AT  
ANACORTES HIGH SCHOOL
• AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
• DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION
• COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
• VIDEO PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY/
TECHNICIAN
• YEARBOOK/PREPRESS DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING
• HIGH PERFORMANCE GREEN 
BUILDING ARCHITECTURE
• INTRODUCTION TO MARKETING
• MARKETING OPERATIONS
• SPORTS, REC AND ENTERTAINMENT 
MARKETING
• MICROSOFT OFFICE IT ACADEMY I-IV
• WORK BASED LEARNING
• AP COMPUTER SCIENCE
• PERSONAL FINANCE
• FAMILY HEALTH
• WEBPAGE/DIGITAL/MULTIMEDIA AND 
INFO DESIGN
• PRECISION PRODUCTION TRADES 
FOUNDATION (METALS I, II)
• WELDING TECHNOLOGY I, II
• PRE-ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY I, II
• INDUSTRIAL ROBOTICS I-IV
• INTRODUCTION TO ROBOTICS (AMS)

CTE COURSES AT NORTHWEST 
CAREER AND TECHNICAL  
ACADEMY (MOUNT VERNON) 
• DIGIPEN VIDEO PROGRAMMING
• CONSTRUCTION
• MONEY AND BUSINESS
• EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
• APPLIED MEDICAL SCIENCES
• DENTAL TECHNOLOGY
• MEDICAL ASSISTING CAREERS
• VETERINARY ASSISTANT
• FIRE SCIENCE AND EMS
• CULINARY ARTS
• TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY
• COMPUTER SECURITY AND SUPPORT
• CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC 
SAFETY
• AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
• WELDING
• SUSTAINABLE ENGINEERING

CTE COURSES AT MARINE TECH-
NOLOGY CENTER (ANACORTES) 
• MARINE SERVICES 
• SKILLED TRADES 
• AEROSPACE MANUFACTURING

AHS senior Michelle Maddox stud-
ied welding all four years of high 
school. She aims to complete a five-
year apprenticeship and become a 
journeyman. 

AHS senior Ceana Dyer studies cu-
linary arts at Northwest Career & 
Technical Academy in Mount Ver-
non. Anacortes is part of a nine-dis-
trict consortium sending students 
to the school. Dyer plans to pursue 
culinary studies after high school 
and open a catering business. 
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Middle school students embrace history competition 

Kirsten Holmes, 
first grade,  
Island View 

I was planning a 
Readers’ Workshop 

lesson called “Se-
cret Mission: Word 
Detection,” and it just 
wasn’t grabbing me. 
So I decided to put 
my own spin on it, 

and what made it successful was how I set 
it up. 

Making a big deal about how secret their 
mission was going to be got them engaged 
immediately. One student even asked if 
he could tell his mom about the mission 
because she was a good secret-keeper. 

Finding that “hook” made all the differ-
ence. I made personal laminated detec-
tive badges and bought mini-magnifying 
glasses and mini-flashlights. They read 
like detectives now, searching for their as-
signed words. 

Another fun project that students loved 
was Duck Rabbit. The book lends itself to 
opinion writing. But this time, students 
made their own duck or rabbit, then 
recorded themselves on our classroom 
devices, defending and explaining their 
creation.  We then took a tour around the 
room, listening with headphones to other 
classmates’ recordings. Students gave each 
other really thoughtful feedback. Even 
parents chimed in with their opinions on 
whether the duck or rabbit was well-
defended. 

Sam Guzik, sixth grade, AMS

I wasn’t a traditional learner myself, so 
I can relate to students’ need to be en-

gaged – and that freedom not to be stuck 
behind a desk. My lessons usually reflect 
those needs. I weave in creative dramatics 
throughout the day to get kids moving 
around. 

We recently completed a combined 
social studies/writing unit where the stu-
dents took active roles in a mock trial de-
fending the Code of Hammurabi (Babylo-
nian code of law of ancient Mesopotamia, 

dating back to about 1754 BC). 
There were defense attorneys, prosecu-

tors, even a jury, and they all had case-
loads with specific information known 
only to them. This led nicely into argu-
mentative writing. The great thing about 
the trial was that the kids took ownership 
of their learning. They were highly invest-
ed because they had to take on their roles 
in a public setting, to test their mettle, 
which is much different than learning for 
the sake of passing a test.
 
Jessica Pullen, 
history, AHS

I’ve been re-
ally inspired by 

our cultural identity 
unit in AP human 
geography. Stu-
dents are taking a 
comparative look at 
global religions and 
are shouldering the 
burden of research collectively. I’ve had to 
give up the reins to give them freedom on 
how and what they want to produce. One 
requirement is that it must be digitally 
shareable, meaning the entire class can ac-
cess each other’s works. 

They’re going deeper than they would 
by just reading the text, researching sev-
eral sources around a topic instead of sim-
ply relying on one source. The connections 
they’re making between the text and their 
research are rewarding. It’s also fulfilling 
when they start to connect their learning to 
the previous studying we’ve done. 

I know it’s working when they get right 
to work, and I don’t have to prod or herd 
them back on task.

Enrichment grants 
Local service clubs provided 

a total of $30,000 this year to 
support classroom and school 
enrichment grant requests to 
enhance student learning. Staff 
members write grant requests in 
the fall for specific enrichment 
activities or supplies. Service 
club committees review the re-
quests to determine which items 
they would like to fund. 

“It’s a great partnership 
that allows teachers to deepen 
student learning in myriad ways 
that bring real-world content 
into the classroom or the class-
room into the real world,”said 
community engagement coordi-
nator Keiko McCracken. 

This year, a sample of funded 
grants include: 

• Kindergarten robotics 
• Guitar equipment 
• Field trip to Seattle Aquarium
• Makerspace in AHS library
• AHS Green Club building a 

pre-school rain garden
• Solar panel meter
• Tuba 
• Book publishing 
• Mountain School 
• Pre-school classroom  

enrichment 
• Kids Who Code support

Participating clubs include: 
Anacortes Noon Kiwanis Club 
Foundation, Monica Oppel, 
grant coordinator; Kiwanis 
Sunrisers, Paul Godfrey, youth 
services chair; Fidalgo Island 
Rotary, Barbara Hoenselaar, 
community service chair; Sorop-
timist International of Ana-
cortes, Ginny Kluth and Connie 
Pangrazi, education committee 
chairs; Soroptimist International 
of Anacortes, Marilyn Pinquoch, 
environment committee chair; 
Soroptimist International of 
Anacortes, Barbara Kiver and 
Ginny Kluth, health committee 
chairs. 

The district plans to recognize 
all community partners at a 
breakfast celebration on Wednes-
day, April 18, at 7 am at the Port 
Transit Shed. 

Young Authors 
More than 100 district stu-

dents will participate in the 
Young Authors Conference in 
March at Skagit Valley College. 
The event offers participants in 
grades 2-8 an opportunity to see 
a headline popular children’s 
author, meet literary profession-
als and share their own writing. 

This year’s author will be 
Kevin Emmerson, formerly a 
science and creative writing 
teacher. He has written 16 novels 
for children and young adults 
and has been published in 10 
countries. 

In addition, students par-
ticipate in a writing workshop 
with an area author, an illus-
tration workshop with a local 
illustrator, and they get to share 
their manuscripts with peers 
and engage in robust discus-
sions about ideas, said librarian 
Yemia Simonis, who helps or-
ganize the event for Anacortes 
students. 

In preparation, students 
attend weekly writing and 
illustration workshops after 
school. Each participant chooses 
whether to write a short story, a 
chapter book, a graphic novel, 
or a collection of poems. Work-
shops consist of instruction and 
individual editing sessions. 
All manuscripts are illustrated. 
Final manuscripts are bound 
to allow students to go to the 
conference with a professional-
looking project. 

What led Hitler to dis-
patch Erwin Rommel, 
the so-called “des-

ert fox” to North Africa in 
1941? Why was the subsequent 
“Operation Torch,” the Anglo-
American landing in 1942 in 
Africa, considered a “compro-
mise operation?” And why did 
President Roosevelt take the 
rare step of ordering his gener-
als to prioritize this military 
advance? 

These are the kinds of ques-
tions that lie at the heart of 
National History Day, a nation-
wide competition that challenges 
students to deeply research topics 
related to a theme and present 
their learning in one of several 
categories to a panel of judges. 

Anacortes Middle School is 
competing in the competition 
for the first time this year. 

National History Day was 
founded in 1974 at the Univer-
sity of Maryland to promote 
the study and appreciation of 
history among students. The 
non-profit operates an annual 
project-based contest for stu-
dents in grades 6-12. 

Annual theme 
This year’s theme is “Conflict 

and Compromise in History.” 
Students must brainstorm a 
topic that connects to the theme 
and research the topic using 
primary sources. Students work 
individually or in groups. The 
competition includes five cat-
egories: academic paper, docu-
mentary, performance, exhibit 
and website.  

For this year ’s theme, stu-
dents are encouraged to ponder 
questions such as: 

• What causes conflict be-

tween people? 
• How has compromise been 

used to end conflict throughout 
history? 
• What happens when groups 

or individuals fail to reach a 
compromise? 

The importance of National 
History Day is to guide stu-
dents to use evidence in making 
arguments about history, says 
Randy Schnabel, the regional 
coordinator for the competition 
in northwest Washington. 

Schnabel ,  who l ives  on 
Guemes Island, taught history 
at Shoreline High School for 
34 years. 

“If the job of social studies 
teachers – and public educa-
tion in general – is to prepare 
students to be citizens, it’s 
important to teach them how 
to evaluate opinions,” he said. 
“This is especially true nowa-
days with ‘alternative facts’ and 
Facebook news.” 

Schnabel, who says he’s “de-
lighted” that Anacortes is put-
ting together a team this year, 
emphasizes the importance of 
teaching students to develop 
a convincing argument based 
on facts. Students use primary 
sources, evaluate credibility and 
weave them into an argument. 

AMS approach 
At AMS this year, about 25 

students are putting together 
projects, mostly in groups. A 
sample of topics includes: 

• Rommel’s march into Africa 
• Salem witch trials 
• Berlin airlift 
• Samish Indian Nation and 

the Treaty of Point Elliott
• Women’s suffrage

AMS students are compet-
ing in the performance and 
documentary categories.With 
performance, students write a 

script – up to 10 minutes – that 
brings historical characters to 
life. Students may use costumes 
and props, but the focus is on 
the research and how effectively 
students tie the topic to the 
theme with evidence. 

With documentary, students 
create a film based on their 
research. They use historical 
footage, as well as any local in-
terviews from primary sources 
that can support their argu-
ment. Documentaries must be 
no more than 10 minutes. 

In addition, students submit 
an annotated bibliography with 
all their citations and a process 
paper explaining how they re-
searched the topic.

Teachers Molly Strohschein, 
Sam Guzik and superintendent 
Mark Wenzel are mentoring 
students through the project. 
Students engage in the work as 
a club after school. 

An important part of the final 
project is having an audience for 
the work. 

“Just like we do for musicians 
and athletes, this competition 
allows students to produce 
something for public display,” 
said Schnabel. “It also meets 
state requirements for class-
room assessments in social 
studies.”

Students will compete at the 
regional contest at Anacortes 
Middle School on March 17 at 
10 a.m. Winners will advance 
to the state tournament at Green 
River Community College in 
Auburn in April. The events are 
open to the public. 

Schnabel says he’s looking 
for community members with 
an interest in history to judge at 
the March 17 event. Interested 
parties can contact him at ran-
dyschnabel@mac.com

Anacortes Middle School students Michael Hanrahan, Trey Patrick, Ryan 
Horr and Will McClintock examine a map of Germany. They plan to cre-
ate a documentary on the Berlin airlift for the History Day competition. 

Middle school teacher Sam Guzik enjoys get-
ting students moving around the classroom 
during his lessons. The class recently engaged 
in a mock trial regarding ancient Mesopota-
mian law.

Kirsten Holmes

Jessica Pullen
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Elementary coding 
club takes off

“My favorite part was 
when we got to drive the 
robot and seeing how 
the code was control-
ling it,” fifth grader Tor 
Stratton said of the new 
after-school coding class 
offered at Island View 
Elementary. 

Kids Who Code, open 
to fourth and fifth grade 
students, was held two 
days a week in the fall 
and is being offered again 
this winter and next 
spring. It’s funded by a 
three-year AmeriCorps 
VISTA grant. 

Keiko McCracken, dis-
trict community engage-
ment coordinator, says 
the genesis of the class 
was the district’s desire to 
even the playing field for 
all kids by exposing them 
to something that has so 
much potential. Coding is 
now considered a fourth 
literacy, after reading, 
writing and math. 

Per the grant, Kids Who 
Code coordinator Me-
lissa Davis’ job is to select 
and develop curriculum, 
recruit community vol-
unteers and coordinate 
guest speakers. Her role 
focuses on building a 
strong foundation this 
first year in hopes of ex-
panding the class to other 
elementary schools in the 
next two years. 

She says she’s grate-
ful for the community 
involvement because 
the adult volunteers 
bring such a wealth of 
knowledge to the class. In 
addition, the high school 
robotics team visited the 
class one week during the 
six-week course.

“Most rewarding are 
those moments when kids 
talk through a problem, 
and the light bulb clicks. 
I’m so impressed with 
what these kids are doing 
at such a young age,” said 
Davis.

Stratton signed up for 
the class because he loves 
technology and thought 
coding would help him 
achieve his dream of 
doing anime when he 
grows up. Classmate 
Jenna Baker didn’t know 
anything about coding 
and was just curious. 

“One skill we learned 
was nesting loops where 
you put numbers in both 
loops. It’s a loop inside a 
loop. At first it was hard, 
but now it’s not,” said 
Baker.

The class doesn’t just 
teach coding, said Davis. 
Students learn logic, 
problem-solving, cre-
ativity, teamwork, how 
to deal with frustration 
and how to pay attention 
to detail – all of which 
can be applied to other 
aspects of life.

AmeriCorps VISTA 
positions are one-year 
national service appoint-
ments. The district will 
begin recruitment for next 
year’s Kids Who Code 
member in early 2018. For 
more information or to 
volunteer, contact km-
cracken@asd103.org

You face the computer, ner-
vous yet fully prepared. A 
piece of music, previously 

unknown to you, pops up on 
the screen. You have 45 seconds 
to sight read it before the music 
begins and you must sing into 
the live mic. Your recording, 
along with five other tracks, will 
be judged against the best voices 
in the state.

Next month, 10 of Anacortes 
High School’s finest musicians 
will travel to Yakima to participate 
in All-State Band and All-State 
Choir. The event includes three 
days of rehearsals under the direc-
tion of highly acclaimed conduc-
tors and directors from around 
the world and culminates in a 
performance by the state’s best 
vocalists and instrumentalists. 

Unlike most sports, the road 
to state is determined before 
the final event. And it’s a highly 
competitive journey.

For band students it means 
receiving audition pieces late 
spring and working all summer 
and fall before electronically 
submitting an audition recording 
in October. 

“Hard work and dedication 
are key,” said band teacher Chris 
Dyel. This is Dyel’s first year in 
the district but his fifth year as a 
music teacher. 

Choir teacher Carole Leander 
agrees that the combination of tal-
ent and work ethic pays off. This 
year the audition requirements 
for All-State Choir were much 
more rigorous and more strongly 
aligned with state standards. 

Students were required to 
submit six tracks, up from the 
previous four. Singing full-octave 
chromatic scales in both direc-
tions and singing an individual 
part into a live mic while three 
other choral parts played were 

just two of the tracks, along with 
the above sight-reading task. 

“The higher bar has really 
demanded more of their musi-
cianship. It rewarded the best 
vocalists – students who worked 
on their music-reading skills and 
their ability to hold harmony,” 
said Leander.

Both teachers say they are 
extremely proud of the students 
and are excited about the oppor-
tunities All-State will give them. 
Learning from world class direc-

tors while rehearsing with highly 
talented peers is such a unique 
experience, said Leander.

Giulia Wood has sung her 
whole life but only started choir 
classes her freshman year. To 
prepare, the senior spent the 
beginning of the school year re-
hearsing with recordings, singing 
the pieces over and over again 
and intensely practicing the chro-
matic scales. She says this year’s 
rigorous audition pushed her to 
do more.

“It was a high-pressure situa-
tion,” she said. “Even though the 
sight-reading piece may not have 
been terribly difficult, the live 
recording with 45 seconds was 
intimidating.”

Senior Lexi Rudolph is heading 
to Yakima for a second time, this 
year in the upper level of Wind 
Ensemble. Her nine years of 
playing flute have given her more 
than just excellent musical skills.

“Band is my home, my peo-
ple,” she said. “I’ve learned the 
importance of working together 
and improving myself to benefit 
the people around me.”  

Wood, too, credits her involve-
ment in band and choir for the 
many life lessons she’s learned. 
The high level of dedication and 
deep work ethic carry over into 
all aspects of life, she said.

Musicians selected to competitive All-State choir, band

Ten Anacortes High School students earned selection to All-State choir 
and band this year. Students include: (back row) Mason Burkland, Geoffrey 
Hamilton, Zane Wentzell, Lexi Rudolph, Giulia Wood, Amy Chookiatsirichai, 
(front row) Maren Theriot, Ava Martin, Anja Shjarback and Sophie Riley. 

Creative spark
Island View teacher Peter Lincoln garners a laugh from students, as he dons 
a costume and joins a lunchtime performance in his classroom. The drop-in 
theater features plays that are entirely written, cast, directed and designed 
by students.

Spot
 light

Boys Basketball 
Junior Court Senff makes a move 
to the basket against Sehome High 
School on January 5. The Hawks are 
undefeated in League play and 13-1 
overall. Photo by Chris Warmuth

Broadcast Club 
AHS freshman Lucas 
Johansen films the 
football team as part 
of the high school’s 
broadcast club. The club 
has 25 members, and 
they film approximately 
20 events each year 
for both live streaming 
and airing on the high 
school’s YouTube page.

Student speaker
Island View fifth-grader 
Luke Hanson speaks at 
the State of the District 
speech on January 11. 
Hanson and AHS senior 
Miranda Leger joined 
Superintendent Mark 
Wenzel as guest speakers. 
The students wowed the 
crowd of over 100 with 
stories of perseverance, 
determination and hard 
work.

AHS Sophomore Kendall Denman warms 
up before a home meet with Ferndale. The 
AHS girls bowling team is headed to the 
state championship in February. As one of 
only two teams in the 2A division, the team 
automatically qualified to advance. First 
year coach Teresa Syms has bowled for 20 
years and is “so excited” to be a part of this 
season.

“Between injuries and low turnout, we 
had challenges this year that could have 
prevented us from going to state, but 

now we have a full team of five, and the 
opportunity to compete in February has 
given us hope for next year,” said Syms.

Olivia Kolppa, who has bowled for nine 
years, has the season’s high score of 223. 
Other PR’s include Elizabeth Stroh’s 162 and 
Milly Lee’s 132.

The state tournament will be held 
in University Place February 1-3. For 
information on how to become involved 
with next year’s team, contact Coach Syms at 
tsyms@asd103.org.

Bowling success
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ATHLETE 
SPOTLIGHT

How many clubs 
and sports are of-
fered at AHS? 

All together, we 
have about 40 ASB 
clubs and sports 
teams at the high 
school. Currently, 
close to 40 percent 
of the student body 

participates in extra-curricular activities.

Why does participation in clubs or 
sports matter?

Overwhelming research, both state and 
nationwide, shows numerous benefits. 
The top three benefits are higher atten-
dance, higher grades, and fewer discipline 
issues. Every kid has a hook –  the reason 
they most want to come to school – and 
for some kids, the sole reason is to go to 
practice or a club meeting after school. Our 
activities and athletic code keep students 
on track to graduate and demand consis-
tent good behavior in school. Parents can 
visit wiaa.com or nfhs.org for articles and 
studies linking higher test scores, gradu-
ation rates, and a decrease in alcohol and 
drug use to activities and athletics.

How does involvement in extra-
curricular activities lead to these 
benefits?

A lot of it boils down to relationships. 
When teachers see kids outside of the 
classroom, they see them in a different 
light. They gain a new perspective on 
their students, and that carries over into 
the classroom. Conversely, when stu-
dents interact with teachers outside the 
classroom, they learn new things about 
those adult mentors, and they respond 
more positively in school. In addition, 
kids build valuable peer relationships.

AHS activities and athletics director

Q & A with Erik Titus
What do students say about their 
participation? 

Each year, we invite recent AHS 
graduates to come back and talk to our 
students. We hear over and over how 
being involved in something, whatever it 
was, helped them during and after high 
school. So many alumni mention how 
grateful they are for the strong relation-
ships built with coaches and advisors. 
Our coaches and advisors want their stu-
dents to become good adults. They truly 
want to see the kids leave here having 
been positively impacted.

How does this align with the dis-
trict’s strategic plan?

Even before we had a social-emotional 

pillar in the new strategic plan, we 
focused on how to connect to kids and 
have them have a positive experience 
in high school. It’s always been on the 
forefront of our minds. It’s not about 
winning a state championship; it’s about 
making connections that last not only 
day-to-day but throughout life. We really 
do believe that every student has poten-
tial and that a safe environment where 
they can thrive is key.

What are you looking forward to? 
Superintendent Mark Wenzel is work-

ing with the school board on a plan to 
reduce or eliminate school and extra-
curricular fees to increase access for all 
students. I’m excited to see the impact 
this effort will have on participation. I 
think our numbers will increase. 

Erik Titus is in his third year as AHS ac-
tivities and athletics director. For a complete 
list of all clubs and athletics offered, visit 
ahs.asd103.org

South selects Utah State
“One of the greatest lessons I’ve 

learned from my football experi-
ence is to take every opportunity 
given to you,” said AHS senior 
Jacob South.

South is taking full advantage of 
the greatest opportunity a school 
athlete can face: a full-ride schol-
arship to an NCAA Division 1 
university. Utah State University 
will cover South’s tuition, room and 
board, and the cost of textbooks. 

The offensive lineman, who has 
played football since sixth grade, 
says what tipped the scale in USU’s 
favor, over second choice Colorado 
State, was the relationships he 
formed with the coaches. 

“When I toured the campus, I got 
to meet  several offensive line play-
ers. They were a lot like me. We just 
clicked,” he said.

He’s grateful to the high school 
coaching staff for the time they took 
out of their busy schedules to help 
him with recruitment. 

South leaves for college immedi-
ately after graduation.  Once there, 
he will take introductory summer 
courses and do summer condition-
ing, both of which the football 
program requires so freshmen are 
ready to roll when school starts 
in the fall. South plans to study 
business management or finance 
and hopefully enter the Huntsman 
School of Business. 

Name: Conner Smith
Year: Senior
Sport: Wres-
tling
How long: 
Four years
Weight class: 
170
Favorite move: 
sweep single
Season goals: 
Become more 

aware on the mat; take it all in and 
remember the experience
Pre-match diet: no milk
Best thing about wrestling: Com-
peting. It looks stressful, but it’s 
really fun.
Favorite class: AP chemistry 
Post graduation: Attend a four-
year university
 

Name: Trystan Lowry
Year: Senior
Sport: Basket-
ball
How long: 10 
years
Position: 
Guard
Lessons 
learned: Hard 
work and effort 
pay off

Dream concert: Migos
Favorite college team: UW Hus-
kies
Post graduation: Attend a univer-
sity and hopefully play football

Name: Linzi Bowman  
Year: Senior
Sport: Basket-
ball
How long: 11 
years
Position: Point 
guard and wing
Most challeng-
ing: Working 
as a team – you 
can’t think only 

of yourself.
Lessons learned: How to be men-
tally tough. You have to get back 
on your feet, even after a hard loss.
Other interests: Hanging out with 
friends, skiing, being outside.
Currently reading: Their Eyes Were 
Watching God

Clubs and sports 
make a difference

Sophomore Jacob Hoxie, who swims the breast stroke, says the greatest lesson he’s learned 
from participating in sports and clubs is time management. Swimming two and a half hours 
a day, with Journalism Club and homework, demands keeping to a tight schedule. It’s also 
offered him the opportunity to meet new people and learn from faster swimmers.

TREYVOHN 
JEDLINSKI

junior
Football, Wrestling, 

Basketball, Track

I can definitely say 
that being in sports 

has helped me in 
school. I have to get 
good grades, and my 
coaches push me to do 
well in school. They 
check on me to make 
sure I’m keeping my 
grades up. Sports has 
also helped me to 
create friendships. If 
it weren’t for being 
in sports, I probably 
wouldn’t be as recog-
nized or have as many 
friends. My advice to 
anyone thinking about 
joining a sport or club 
is to just try it. You 
might have fun or be 
really good at it. And 
you never want to have 
regrets.

MORGAN  
BILLOW 
senior 

Speech & Debate

The skills I’ve 
learned in speech 

and debate have 
helped me in all areas 
of my life. I have 
become comfort-
able and confident in 
speaking on my feet, 
improvising and talk-
ing at length about 
almost any topic. I 
can analyze more 
deeply in all my classes 
and have learned to 
infuse evidence in my 
arguments, which my 
teachers have told me 
they appreciate. In 
addition, my memori-
zation skills and stage 
presence have also im-
proved. I just don’t get 
nervous like I used to.

MIRANDA LEGER 
senior

Multicultural Club,  
Key Club; LINK Crew; 

Speech and Debate; GSA

I’ve learned a lot 
from being active 

in these clubs. Extra-
curricular activities 
provide leadership 
opportunities and build 
your maturity. When I 
joined, I was thinking 
it would be a good way 
to meet people, but 
I’ve learned so much 
more. I’ve learned 
how to prioritize and 
be organized. There’s 
also a big social aspect 
– clubs are a great way 
to meet people with 
your same interests 
but also diverse people 
with totally different 
perspectives. As an 
officer, I have to be a 
responsible model for 
the younger members. 
I wouldn’t know all the 
cool people from other 
grades if I weren’t in 
these clubs.

BRADEN SWANSON
senior

Drama Club

I’ve done sports 
(wrestling) for a long 

time, and I get the same 
intensity from Drama 
Club: not the physical 
strain and diet restric-
tions obviously, but 
hard work, compat-
ibility and coopera-
tion are all things I’ve 
learned in drama, too. 
It’s definitely improved 
my overall school life 
because I’ve gained an 
ability to speak publicly. 
This has really helped 
in my government class, 
where I now have the 
confidence in myself 
to stand up for what I 
believe and to explain 
my opinions. It’s a lot 
of fun performing. But 
another part of the 
club is just learning 
to communicate and 
work with people. That 
carries over into other 
aspects of life.

KELSEY ARAGON 
senior

Key Club president

School would be 
absolutely boring 

without Key Club. 
People think it’s a great 
club to get community 
service hours done, 
and that is a main part 
of the club. But we 
also develop lifelong 
friendships with kids 
from around the state, 
the country and the 
world. Key Club is 
international, so we’re 
connecting with very 
diverse students. If I 
weren’t in Key Club, I 
would still hate public 
speaking. I have devel-
oped strong commu-
nication skills and can 
now confidently talk 
to a group of students 
or adults. The club 
teaches kindness and 
giving back, and those 
things fill you up. It 
also has helped me 
stay organized, plan 
ahead and use time 
management, which is 
a big deal because I’m 
a procrastinator. Our 
advisor, Ms. Webb, is 
great at connecting 
with kids in all grades. 
And I formed a special 
bond with Ms. Masters 
that I wouldn’t have 
made without being in 
the club. 

Erik Titus
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“When I got the news I was 
in disbelief. Then came 

fear and uncertainty of what 
the next hours and days would 
bring,” recounts head cross 
country coach Brad Templeton, 
upon hearing one of his star 
athletes was in a hit-and-run ac-
cident while riding her bike last 
summer.

On August 4, friends Saville 
Feist and Alli Schuh, both juniors, 
were riding their bikes when a 
drunk driver crossed the median, 
hit Feist and sped off. 

Feist, who was airlifted to Har-
borview, sustained multiple head 
and face injuries, along with a 
broken back. Because of the trauma 
and some contusions on the brain, 
she was slow to respond at first. 
Doctors kept her intubated and in 
a sedated state for the first week 
of her two-week stay in Seattle. 
Multiple surgeries ensued. 

“The doctors were really good 
about not making predictions, but 
rather giving us information as 
soon as they got it,” said her father, 
Michael Feist. “After surgery on 
the spine, the doctors told us she 
was very lucky. She could easily 
have been paralyzed.”

Saville underwent back surgery 
and nose surgery. Doctors secured 
her jaw with wires once the initial 
facial swelling went down. She 
will have more nose surgery, as 
well as ongoing orthodontic and 
periodontic work, possibly for a 
few years. 

Community care  
and support

During that second week in Har-
borview, Saville started receiving 
visits from friends, including Alli 
Schuh and Coach Templeton. Zeffy 
Feist, her mother, says the daily 
emails and updates she’d send out 
about Saville provided a sense of 
purpose and focus which helped 
her cope with her daughter’s slow 
progress. 

“It was actually nice to be able to 
comfort and inform all the people 
who were asking about her,” Zeffy 
said. 

Meanwhile, back in Anacortes, 
care and support swelled. Meals 
were delivered by close friends 
and even acquaintances six de-

grees removed.  Cards came from 
everywhere, eventually to be 
collected, with flowers and other 
well wishes, in a basket at Lake 
Erie Grocery. 

Saville’s two younger sisters, Ol-
ivia and Ellie, stayed with friends, 
while neighbors took care of things 
at the house.

“The kindness shown was un-
believable,” said her father. “The 
Mormon church offered to finish 
painting our house, and Ellie’s 
soccer team raised thousands of 
dollars. It was overwhelming.” 

He adds that the Mt. Erie Vol-
unteer Fire Department, among 
the first to arrive on the scene, in-
vited Saville and her family to their 
Christmas gathering. They were 
so deeply concerned on the scene, 
they just wanted to let Saville 
know how relieved and impressed 
they were with her recovery.

A steady road
It’s been a steady road and a 

lot of work, but Saville’s come-
back has happened sooner than 
expected. Physical therapy for 
balance, occupational therapy for 
her torn shoulder, and four months 
of speech therapy comprised the 
recovery regimen.  

After just two weeks at home 
last fall, she was ready to return to 
school. Saville emailed her school 
counselor, Marci Fankhauser, 
who set up a meeting with all her 
teachers.

“They were – are – so support-
ive,” said Saville. “I was a little self-
conscious at first because I didn’t 
have my teeth, but it was so much 
better to be at school with my 
friends than at home by myself.” 

Another fear for the high-achiev-
ing student was the possibility of 
falling behind in classes. 

“I was nervous my brain 
wouldn’t work right,” she said. 
Not to fear. Classes are going well, 
and Saville has kept a nearly full 
schedule.

Strong determination
Junior year is a big one, and 

Feist’s dreams and expectations 
have not been vastly deferred. 
She was crowned junior princess 
during homecoming week, and 
life has pretty much returned 

to normal. One loss, however, is 
that the state-qualifying runner 
did have to miss her entire cross 
country season, which meant 
not running with senior team-
mate Heather Hanson for one 
last season.

“Tell (Coach) Brad I’m going 
to make my legs run REALLY 
fast,” she says in a video recorded 
while she was still in the hospital.

That determination has paid 
off. In December, Feist started 
short little runs. The new year 
brought small increases in dis-
tance and time.

“I’m excited for track, but I’m 
waiting to see how my training 
goes before I set any goals,” she 
said.

Templeton agrees. There are 
still several bridges to cross, so 
he’s just planning to go slow.

“As my favorite superhero 
continues to recover, I’m allow-
ing myself higher hopes,” he 
said. “I’m in awe of the positive 
attitude she’s shown throughout. 
It’s like she can see the future, and 
she knows she’ll be back and bet-
ter than ever. Wow! What can you 
say about a kid like that?”

Kecia Fox  
AHS assistant principal

We believe 
in hope. 

We strive to 
build school 
cultures 
where 
students are 
fully engaged 
in the present, 

excited for the future, and commit-
ted to helping others.

Assistant Principal Kecia Fox 
has her hand in many pots at 
the high school. She oversees 
programs including Cap Sante 
Alternative High School, AVID, 
Advisory and Professional 
Learning Communities. And she 
enjoys every one of these. 

“I love figuring out ways to 
really impact students, design-
ing programs that help kids 
both in their learning and in 
their social-emotional lives.”

Fox is in her fourth year of 
administration, after 17 years 
of teaching elementary, middle 
and high school. She says that 
a successful school has to be 
about both academics and the 
school culture, which involves 
a sense of community between 
parents, staff, students and even 
the greater community.

“As in introvert, I know how 
important it is to feel a sense 
of belonging. People have to 
believe that this is a good place 
to be, that they have something 
to give. I love the idea of people 
leaving here knowing they have 
something to contribute to the 
community.”

Theresa McCartney 
AMS science teacher

We believe 
in being 

bold. Innova-
tion matters 
and we all 
learn from 
taking risks.

“I’m re-
ally drawn to trying new things. 
But with that, comes risk. And 
that means I have to be flex-
ible and willing to problem 
solve when things don’t go as 
planned,” says middle school 
science teacher Theresa Mc-
Cartney.

This carries over into her 
classroom where McCartney 
continually searches to find 
activities that do not necessarily 
have a right or wrong answer. 
She says this requires cour-
age on the part of her students 
because they can’t rely on an 

answer key. 
McCartney is in her second 

year at AMS and loves connect-
ing what she teaches in class to 
students’ real lives. Recently, 
students conducted a mys-
tery powder lab after reading 
articles on people who had been 
incarcerated for having donut 
glaze and drywall powder in 
their possession. While study-
ing earthquakes, students made 
flip books to show the forma-
tion process.

“I ask a lot of my students, 
but the reward is so much big-
ger,” she said. “They learn to 
be bold and then to re-evaluate, 
problem-solve and readjust. The 
best part of my job is just being 
around kids who enjoy life, 
especially when they’re proud 
of what they’ve learned.”

Bill Faulkner  
District groundskeeper

We believe 
that 

each child has 
tremendous 
potential and 
is worthy 
of our best 
effort. We 
provide a safe 

environment where students can 
thrive and know they are valued.

Bill Faulkner takes this state-
ment seriously. For 26 years, 
he has worked to make sure 
students have a safe place to 
be, whether it’s on a bus, on the 
playground or in the hallways 
and classrooms. For the last 
four years, Faulkner has been 
head groundskeeper, where he 
likes interacting with staff and 
students and hopes he’s made a 
positive contribution. 

Prior to this, he was the head 
custodian at AHS. His fondest 
memory is of a graduation night 
when a senior confided that he 
would not have graduated had 
it not been for Faulkner, who 
would ask him about his grades 
and check in with him through-
out his years at the high school.

Faulkner also believes in the 
importance of safe buildings for 
learning’s sake. 

“The environment of the 
building has a big impact on 
the overall well-being of the 
staff and students,” he said. 
“We use eco-friendly products 
which helps cut down on sick 
time. There’s a lot of behind-
the-scenes work to ensure a 
healthy environment, from 
clean air filtration in the HVAC 
system to carpet cleaners that 
don’t leave a chemical residue. 
All of this contributes to a bet-
ter learning environment for 
the kids.”

Digital media joins 
PBS initiative

The AHS advanced 
digital media program 
has joined the PBS New-
sHour Student Reporting 
Lab initiative as a partner 
school. PBS Newshour 
encourages students to 
tackle all dimensions of 
reporting, from interview-
ing strategies to lighting 
angles. The partnership 
is a result of advisor Jim 
Thompson’s search for 
exemplary high school 
programs as models for 
his class.

“My goal was to bring 
in kids who wanted to tell 
stories with good writing, 
to shift the focus from en-
tertainment to real news,” 
said Thompson. 

After receiving 
prompts, students submit 
clips to the PBS lab. Even-
tually, they will create 
pieces that tell in-depth 
stories. Previous News-
Hour topics include im-
migration, school safety, 
gender issues, racial is-
sues and challenges facing 
high school students. 

PBS selects a small 
number of pieces for 
broadcast on national 
television, while posting 
others to its website. 

“The bar has been 
raised, and my students 
are working harder 
than they thought they 
would,” Thompson said. 
“They’re seeing a con-
nection to the real world 
– learning that they’re 
capable of producing seri-
ous pieces.” 

AHS is one of three 
high schools in Oregon 
and Washington in the 
program.

AHS junior Saville Feist holds a poster that friends created to boost her spir-
its. Feist, seriously injured in a hit-and-run accident last summer, has made a 
successful recovery with community support. 

IN BRIEF
Saville Feist: Community support bolsters AHS junior

What district belief statement resonates with you? 


